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TO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 216861 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, US, ET 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON NAMRU RESEARCH 
ACTIVITIES 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 3617 

1 . PER REFTEL FOLLOWING INFO PERTAINING TO NAMRU-3 RESEARCH 
ACTIVITIES IN ETHIOPIA DURING THE PERIOD 1965-1977 IS 
PROVIDED: 

BY INVITATION OF AND BY AGREEMENT WITH THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERN- 
MENT THE US NAVY BEGAN CONDUCTING COLLABORATIVE MEDICAL 
RESEARCH ON INFECTIOUS DISEASE PROBLEMS IN ETHIOPIA IN 1965. 

THE RESEARCH UNIT IN ETHIOPIA WAS INITIALLY A DETACHMENT OF 
THE PARENT NAMRU-3 IN CAIRO, EGYPT AND SUBSEQUENTLY BECAME 
A SEPARATE COMMAND IN 1974. THE UNIT'S MISSION WAS TO 
CONDUCT BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH ON INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF 
IMPORTANCE TO THE US NAVY AND TO ETHIOPIA. BOTH US AND 
ETHIOPIAN PERSONNEL PARTICIPATED IN RESEARCH PROGRAMS 
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CONDUCTED IN THE FIELD AND AT THE BASE LABORATORY IN ADDIS 
ABABA. AS SUCH ETHIOPIAN PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL 
EMPLOYEES WHICH CONSTITUTED TWO-THIRDS OF THE STAFF WERE 
FULLY COGNIZANT OF THE UNITS RESEARCH ACTIVITIES. IN 
ADDITION. ALL PROPOSED FIELD WORK REQUIRED PRIOR REVIEW 
AND CONCURRENCE OF THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 

PUBLISHED RESULTS OF THE UNIT'S ACHIEVEMENTS WERE PROVIDED 
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THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF 
THESE ACHIEVEMENTS WERE PUBLISHED IN ETHIOPIAN SCIENTIFIC 
LITERATURE (ETHIOPIAN MEDICAL JOURNAL). SIGNIFICANT 
ACHIEVEMENTS OVER THE UNIT'S TWELVE YEAR HISTORY INCLUDE: 
STUDIES OF THE PATHOPHYSIOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF LOUSE- 
BORNE RELAPSING FEVER; IDENTIFICATION OF THE PRIMARY AND 
SECONDARY VECTORS OF MALARIA IN THE ETHIOPIAN LOWLANDS; 
MAPPING OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF FILARIASIS, ONCHOCERCIASIS. 
SLEEPING SICKNESS AND ANTHROPOD-BORNE VIRAL INFECTIONS; 
IDENTIFICATION OF THEIR INSECT VECTORS; EVALUATION OF 
SELECTED DRUGS FOR THE CHEMOTHERAPY OF MALARIA, TYPHUS, 
SMALLPOX, GONORRHEA AND TYPHOID FEVER; COMPARATIVE EVALUA- 
TIONS OF INSECT REPELLENTS FOR PREVENTION OF 
ONCHOCERCIASIS AND SLEEPING SICKNESS. 

2. AT NO TIME DURING ITS EXISTENCE DID THE UNIT CONDUCT 
BIOLOGICAL WARFARE RESEARCH. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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